ABSTRACT 

In response to a requester's execution of a first operation on a storage area 
containing a first indicator allowing at least one requester to access the component, the 
storage area changes the first indicator to a second indicator reducing by one a number of 
requesters that can access the component. Upon completion of access, the requester 
executes a second operation to replace the second indicator with a third indicator 
allowing access to an additional requester. 
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